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Already the recipient of top acting
honors for his role in Sergeant York,
in which he is shown at right, Gary
Cooper is now batting for the late
Lou Gehrig in Pride of the Yankees
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GARY COOPER, AMERICA'S ACTING PRIDE, WARMS UP

Forty-five would be an appro-

priate titlé for the story of Gary
Cooper, the long, lone cowhand
from Montana, who romped away
with all the acting awards in sight
this season and who literally gets to
first base by stepping into the cine-
matic shoes of Lou Gehrig in Pride
of the Yankees.

The Gehrig story is the one that
four baseball fanatics named Eddie
Albert, Bill Gargan, Dennis Morgan
and George Tobias offered to play
in for glory alone and that an equally
frenetic fan named William Wellman
offered to direct just for the fun
of it!

Each of the aforementioned acting
quartet was a worthy candidate and
each bears a certain physical resem-
blance to the late great Iron Man
of the Yankees. Yet when their
cases were presented to Umpire Sam
Goldwyn, the final authority in the
matter, they didn’t stand a chance.

The reason was simply that, after
being within hailing distance of the
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first rank for a dozen years, Cowboy
Cooper broke out with a burst of
speed that left the competition no-
where. Nineteen-forty-two is a year
when Americans are conscious of
their Americanism. Cooper is an
American’s idea of an American—
self-contained, idealistic, long-suffer-
ing, slow to anger, but a tough
hombre in the showdown.

It's typical of the guy that when
he was wanted in Hollywood to
confer with Goldwyn about the Lou
Gehrig role, he couldn’t be found.
In characteristic Cooper style, he
was off in the wilds of Idaho bear-
hunting with Ernest Hemingway.
And the instant the conferences were
over he packed up his shootin” irons
again for a mountain lion hunt in
Mexico with Robert Taylor.

“Coop,” as he is known alike to
Barbara Stanwyck and Property
Man Irving Sindler, is not closely
akin to Lou Gehrig in face or figure.
But he’s the same kind of citizen,
modest, capable and sincere. It was
these qualities that impressed Mrs.
Eleanor Gehrig the moment she met
him. The gallant widow endorsed
Mr. Goldwyn’s decision (already
made but known then to no one but

himself), that Cooper was “in.”

ROBABLY the oddest circum-

stance about the Pride of the
Yankees” leading man is that, until
a couple of weeks ago, he couldn’t
play baseball! In connection with
such a typical American as Cooper,
this sounds like either slander or
fantasy; but the fact is that at the
age when most kids learn to throw,
bat and run on the sandlots of Amer-
ica, Gary, the very model now of a
star-spangled American, was at
school in England, where the stand-
ard games are cricket and a trick
brand of football, and where base-
ball is regarded as a quaint form of
savagery.

Up to the time he appeared as a
broken-down pitcher in Meet John
Doe, Coop had hardly had his hands
on a base- [Continued on page 90]
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ball. Until a professional pitcher gave him
some expert coaching, his overhand d
was reminiscent of a schoolgirl tc
beanbag

That isn’t to imply that there is anything
of the silk-hatted, round-collared, snobbish
“little gentleman” lurking in Gary’s bac
ground. He is the son of a judge in Helena,
Montana, who wanted him to something
of the world outside before settling down to
a carcer as a eattleman.

HEN Gary broke into.Hollywood
there was no trace of a broad “A”
about him, despite his education abroad.
Piled on top of his sojourn in an English

public school were bright, hard and wonder-
ful years in the Western cattle country.

“Hot afternoons have been in Montana,”
as Eli Siegel's famous poem points out. (
was there in the Montana heat,
into the haze and dust and z\ctmi
narrowed eyelids that are his facial trade-
mark today. And on Montana’s cold after-
noons he was out in the blizzards daring
frostbite and picking up creases in his brows
and cheeks.

Those grindingly hard summers and
winters made a cattleman out of the kid
who couldn’t play baseball. And his knowl-
edge of stock and horses is probably greater
than that of any of I[ull\\\ ood’s polo-playing
gentlemen or c

The self-e £ s
outstanding star is illustrated in dozens of
heart-warming tales told by his fellow
directors and producers. But the best of the
Cooper stories are those told by the Holly-
wood newcome: al acquaintances

to whom he is courteous and helpful, and
the little people who cross his path.
Martha

Scott, the
caled in Our

star who was
1, was one of
idolators when she won her movie
Fresh from Broadway, she had
v conception of what the movie
town and its people would be like.

On her second day on the lot Martha was
racing for the commissary, when a lanky
gent in a tw uit accosted her with a low-
51)()1\l n question :

“Pardon me, miss, but aren’t you Martha
Scott

“Why, yes,” Martha acknowledged,
tonished at being nized.

“Well, I hope you'll be happy with us/’
the stranger said. “I certainly did er
seeing you in Our Tozwn in New Yo

With that he walked away. Miss
still a-tingle that anybody should
spoken to her, was suddenly stricken with
the realization that she had been talking to
Gary Cooper, her all-time idol, in the flesh!
She didn’t faint until she got to the lunch-
room.

A revealing glimpse into s
respect for others can be gleaned from
recent encounter with a magazine rep-
resentative. A national publication was con-
ducting a series of article: ned by famous

Americans in all walks of life. The articles

Coope

featured interesting but little-known per-
sonalities the writers had known.
Gary agreed to a ]unchu)n interview with

a member of the m ine staff. While the
soup course was in progress, the writer
astonished Coop by producing a ready-made
story about a colorful but entirely myth-
ical character. The signature was “
Cooper.”

“T can’t have anything to do with this,”
the actor said in a calm voice but with an
unmistakable air of finality. “It's phony.”

The magazine man made a hasty apology

MARRIAGE

ERY

day women marry

men
and men marry women they do

not love. They do it because

they have lost hope of getting the life-
partner they really want, for mer-
cenary reasons, or because their con-
science drives them to make the
sacrifice to atone for past wrong-doing.
Mary Lou was a girl who found her-
self in a position where there w
nothing left for her to do but marry
the man she had decided never to sec
again. You'll be moved and fascinated
by her revealing confession in the April
issue of ROMANTIC STORY, now on sale.
You will find “Sacrifice Marriage”

illustrated on the cover of the maga-

zine. Don’t miss it!

Another story you won’t want to miss

“One Divorcee’s Confession,” the
frank and unvarnished truth behind
the smash-up of a marriage.

lioole . for it# initthe ‘safine MATNCELY
big April issue.

i e
Get your copy today! s

10¢ AT ALL NEWSSTANDS




image3.jpeg
and asked Cooper to suggest an alternative
“—\mﬂanﬁltlwugh already displeased, Gary
dutifully racked his memory for a subject.
Finally, with a trace of a grin about the
corner of his mouth, he launched into a
whale of a yarn, an actual happening of his
carly boyhood in the West, a tale full of
comedy, drama and pathos and with a neat
punch at the end.
“Perfect’*ex

aimed the writer, who had
word and memorized the
story as it progressed. “That’s just the kind
of material I wanted from you.”

Cooper cocked a quizzical eye at his guest,
rubbed his chin and said, “Nope, mister, now
that I think it over, you can't print it. I
knew that man right well.”

“But that a generation ago!” the
editor pleaded. “It’s all forgotten by now.
any family?”

‘Nope,” Cooper said. “He was the last of
line.”

Then it's duck soup,” the fellow insisted.
“There’s not a chance of a libel suit!”

“I wasn't thinking of a libel suit,” Cooper
said, and this time there was a hardness in
his tone that meant No Back Talk. “I was
thinking of the fellow’s memory. He was a
good man in some ways and I don’t want
him to get hurt, even now.”

That's how a good story happened to get
suppressed. Cooper has a code of honor.
Perhaps it's not the kind that's universally
honored today, but Andrew Jackson and Abe
Lincoln and Sergeant York would under-
stand it.

Did the man lea

N PREPARING for the Lou Gehrig role

Cooper has had the expert technical aid
of Christy Walsh, who was the adviser not
only of Gehrig but also of Babe Ruth and a
host of other sports celebrities; plus Babe
Herman, the famous former Brooklyn out-
fielder who caught fly balls with his skull,
and Lefty O’Doul (“The Man in the Green
Suit”), erstwhile National ILeague batting
champ and discoverer of the Di Maggios.

O’Doul, spokesman for this trio, is on full-
time assignment to teach Coop to look like
a ballplayer, not necessarily to become one.
The perfect understanding that exists among
the genuine ballplayers and their pupils is
indicated by the irreverent attitude of Lefty
the Great, who says, “Either we’ll make
Coop look like a first baseman or we'll break
his leg.”

Daily workouts at batting, fielding and
running are scheduled every day, either at
the Goldwyn studio or on the grounds of
Cooper’s home. During one of the
sions at Coop’s place, both the teac
his pupil knocked off for a spell one after-
noon to visit an army anti-aircraft battery
camped on a neighboring hillside.

Visitors of any kind are welcomed at
these lonely suburban outposts, but two such
celebrities as Gary Cooper and Lefty O’Doul
created a sensation. Of the two, Lefty was
greeted as an old pal, since the battery was
a Brooklyn outfit and Lefty is an old Brook-
Iyn hero.

As the soldiers and the ballpla
old touches, Cooper asked questions of a
private stationed beside a searchlight.

“How_much candlepower you got there,
pardner?” the actor said, genuinely inter-
ested not only in the light but in the eighteen-
year-old kid who was manning it.

“Oh, upwards of eight million,” the private
said with a touch of pride.

“You're kidding,” Cooper said. “T'l bet
you a tailor-made uniform against a sack of
makin’s you've got no such thing.”

So the kid soldier took Coop to his ser-
geant, who confirmed the statement. And
Gary Cooper had performed another heart-
warming good deed, doubly heart-warming
because the beneficiary was unaware of it.

Yes, it's a Cooper year, 1942, and it
couldn’t happen to a better guy.
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