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['GARY COOPER
.+, IN-SYDNEY

Story of US. | Star’s
Tour of NG

Gary Cooper, unassuming film
star, broke his rcputation for
silence yesterday in an interview
following his return with Una
Merkel, Phyllis Brooks, and
Andy Arcari after five strenuous
weeks In New Guinea and North
Australia  entertaining  Allied
troops.

He followed up an informal Inters
view at the HﬂierA\ulrnlln by making
a recording for a bropdcast and bemng
"shat* geveral times for newsreels,

Brown to the roots of his greying
= | hair from the northern sun. he #n-
tered the ronh uhobtrusively after
hi three colleagues, slipping  two
rhotographs into his ‘wallet. He ex-
plethed later that the photoraphs
Nlwere of his wife and small daughler,
r [the Coopers’ tenth wedding anniver-
- [sary having taken place a day or two
: |ao.

n LOST WEIGHT
- Tall and thin at any time. Gary
Groper waid that he had lost werehi
but that * the cirls” had put on weight.
despito their hat ln§ appeared in three
shaws g dey most of the time. in
between a great deal of aeroplane
travel—somo as near to the combat
arca as Lo

Gary Cooper sald that thelr largest
audience was 12000 Al nearly evory
shnw there was o porcentage of Aus.

I | tralian_troope, and at some nearly all |

were Avstralians,

Hé fald! “We nnlv hadove sort

U waz a very informal one
We staried off with two of three songs
we didn't know and none of us sang.
two or three little sietches a tew
more or less corny mags which we
tried to elaborate a little. There was
|alwavs someone about who could sing.
and fhere were some excellent bands
to help us tit. And there was Andy
Arcari. We could have Ieft the show
t him and his accordenn.
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At Kiritina Isiand. sald Cooper, the |
party found an_Australian by ‘who|
sang sanzs like Bing Crosby “with an
Australian_arcent.” He was verv
gond indend, & “hice fellow” with A
mond stage persanality.

Phyllis Brooks: His name was
Ermest Duval. He had heen treng
very hard, as we all do in show busi-
I ness. but does not scem to have go |
| the breaks. i

Gary Conper said that there war |
anather Australian lad in the Darwin
Arca who Jooked hke a Sounger Nigel |
Bruee. He sang *Waltzing Matilda”
io the party.  Andv Arcari lcarned |
if, and they ‘bad the Tad fing it in |
Hie show next day. He was amazd
At the wealth of talent among the
traops In forward arcas. and said it
was a pity that more was not done
with 1t

PLANS FOR NEXT FILM

Asiced ahout his next film. he sald
he was workine In a comedy tent
tively called “Casanova Brown" He
micht make a film about Rickenbarker
if_the studin could wait. He thought
that the war was vet too_close to
make a war film against the back-
ground of the South-west Pacific. The
bovs would nol want to sce a_Holiy-
wood_ version of the war which they
were fishting  However, he had seen
some maznificent locations, and_he
{thought that Auctralia and its his-
torle” backeround  would furmsh
material for innumerable fims in the
uture.

THEATRE APPEARANCE

More than £700 was raised for the
Stace Door Canteen at a_concert al |
the ‘Theatre Royal last night in which
Ghrv Cooper, ~Una Merkel, Phyilis
Brosks, and Andy Arcari took part.
Many people peid two guineas each
Hfor _seats.

Nearly twa hours before Cooper
arrived at the theatre at about 5.30.
Gastlereah  Street was lined  with
peovle fram his hotel to the stage
door cntrance.  When he atempted
to get 1nta tho theatre he was mobbed
by a shouting throng of women, who
sercamed at him to’ write his name
en pirces of paper they held fn their
hands.  Police had to force a way
throuzh the crowd for him

On _the stace he sang. told stories.
and recited a_specch from his fim
“Pride of the Yankers."
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At the end he told the audience
that he and his colleagues were mak-
inz their last appearance together.
Mits Morkel burst into tears at_the
announcement and deolared that both
she ond Miss Braoks loved Conper
and Arcari, and also loved each ofher
Miss Bronks also wept bricfly. Miss
Frooks and Miss Merkel tnen closed
the entertainment by kissing Cooper,
Arcard, and_each other.

Crowds thronged Castlereagh Street
until nearly midniaht watting for the
artists to icave the theatre.





